
      WINTER  2014 

            -  2015 

 NEWSLETTER 

Chair’s Report 
 
2014 finally saw the realisation of a long-held dream of mine, the tour of a Cambridge choir to Buda-
pest, Kecskemét & Szeged.   A previous attempt 3 years earlier had to be abandoned for lack of willing & 
sufficiently organised participants at each end.  But this time, it happened!  My profound thanks are due 
to Edward Wickham and his stunning St. Catharine’s Girls’ choir - at this end and the wonderfully organ-
ised Tὔndé Fabri-Ivanovics and her school at the Szeged end.  We featured in two consecutive days’  
reports in Délmagyar Newspaper and Duna TV came and interviewed the choirgirls and me.  The broad-
cast of the events appeared on their Culture website and was visible for well over a week.  wonderful! 
The appreciation in Szeged was delightful. 

 
Plans are already afoot for a further choral visit to Hungary in August 2015, and hopefully, thereafter—2 
colleges have already expressed an interest for 2016-17. 
  
In March 2015, we look forward to the exchange  visit -  the delightful group of 17 children from the Pia-
rist school, both vocalist & instrumentalist, performing here, lead by their teachers, Tὔndé, Géza and 
Daniel.  You can catch them at;-  Ely Cathedral, (19/03) then Oxford on 20/03 - at Oriel College chapel, 
(courtesy of the Oxford Hungarian Society) , lunchtime on 21/03 in Cambridge (Wolfson College, thanks 
again to their Music Association)  and London (St James, Paddington, courtesy of the Hungarian Cultural 
Society) on 22/03.  For exact details, please contact me or check the website, nearer the time.  
 
Tὔndé, Géza & Daniel will be with the group and will also be back as the Mentés Másként Trio at the 
end of June – at the Cambridge Folk Club (25/06/15), in Lincoln the following week-end (courtesy of  
Lincoln Music Club) and also a new venue—Stapleford Granary (30/06/15) – courtesy of Trevor Barlow.  
There should be a huge gulyas cook-up as well.  Let me know if anyone is interested in giving a hand and 
donning their chef’s apron.  Hills Road School will also be involved—to widen the twinning message. 
  
In 2014, we had some terrific concerts, particularly William Vann & Rupert Charlesworth in June and 
then in October—Sinfonia of Cambridge did an evening of Hungarian Music at West Road under the ba-
ton of Howard Williams and the following day we had a lunchtime recital in Fitzwilliam College chapel.  
The latter was nearly a disaster when Geoffrey Morris, on arrival from Australia, had to return home 
due to a family bereavement 24 hours later.  With under an hour to go before the meeting at which we 
would have to cancel it, a guitarist came forward willing to learn all the music in 2 days.  Enormous 
thanks to Steve!  It all  worked wonderfully!  A very nerve racking 48 hours nevertheless... 
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Our other testing moment was the arrival of hurricane Bertha on the day of the Garden Party.  Perhaps  

with the weather forecast in mind, several people due to attend it, did not.  Mayor Gerri Bird stayed with 

great fortitude in her wheelchair, as we enjoyed 3 sunny interludes, 2 thunderstorms & a hail storm and 

the wind attempted to take off with the food, the table & the gazebo sheltering it.   You missed it all if you 

were not there—As one participant emailed me afterwards, “what a crazy, delightful & memorable event” 
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October was also busy with the Hungarian Embroidery Exhibition running for over 4 weeks at the (Folk)  

Museum of Cambridge.  We had a very enjoyable musical reception to open it – provided by the Catz girls 

& Edward Wickham.  The Museum was delighted with the foot-fall over the time of the exhibition, which 

did spark a considerable amount of interest. 

 

 

  

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

   Court Robes         Shepherd’s Sunday Jacket   Traditional Furniture stall 

We have offers of talks from George Szirtes, from Len Rix, from Professor Rowland Wymer (ARU) and 

from David Howarth our former MP for the coming year , as well as Miklos Sarkozy— but fixing dates has 

proved elusive so far.  Now 2015 has arrived, the diary-check can start again in earnest.   

We had another collaborative film evening with ARU – in November 2014; the next one follows tomorrow 

– 10 February.    Our next local artist is selected and hopefully we shall be in Szeged for Bridge Fair in May.  

Nick Juett’s school class have been inspired by pictures of Szeged buildings—to create  “cakes” on canvas.   

Please let us know what else you would like to  create —and help to make it   happen!    JSB 

  On behalf of the Committee 
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Everyone involved in Szeged April 2014      Edward Wickham and choir at the Exhibition opening 

 

General Request 

Our funding is always unpredictable and we are always being expected to do more with less. 

If anyone has skills, time, effort they can contribute to help the committee—who all give their time for 

free—we would love to hear from you!   Modern promotion techniques take money and skills—and we 

can always do with any skills members have to contribute.  What could you do to help? 

We are very grateful for our collaborative event opportunities—both to Wolfson College, and to Anglia 

Ruskin University and especially for April 2014 & March 2015, to St Catharine’s College, their Musical Di-

rector & the girls in the choir. 

AS always, we also thank Szeged’s Tibor Papp and Tὔndé Fabri-Ivanovics for their great input.   

A Parent’s reaction  to the April visit:-  
 
I  had the pleasure of accompanying the choir as a parent helper on this 
wonderful 2014 Choral trip to Hungary. It was a great cultural experi-
ence for us all; both in terms of the wonderful music we shared and the 
aspects of  Hungary, past and present, that we learned about through 
our kind hosts. From horse riding and archery in the Hungarian country-
side to tours taking in the beautiful architecture in Szeged and Budapest; 
not to mention the many amazing opportunities to perform – our trip 
was a great adventure!  One of the nicest aspects of our trip was  
watching the girls from St Catharine’s make connections with their Sze-
ged counterparts.  
Music, singing and Hungarian dancing enabled the girls to cut through 
the language barrier and to have many hours of fun together. We look 
forward to meeting up with our Hungarian friends again this year when 
they visit us in Cambridge.                   
        Debbie Goodrick 
  



 

Cambridge Szeged Society   :           Treasurer’s Report  (for AGM 9th February 2015) 

The accounts show a healthy surplus of income over expenditure totalling £276 for 2014. A much higher 

income from events than budgeted is attributable to the grants we received from the Mátyás Seiber 

Trust. 

Our main expenditure was on events and these were exclusively concerts, due to the choice of venue we 

were not able to charge for entrance on all but one and this was loss making.  The committee has formu-

lated a more structured approach to promoting concerts and other events with a programme of promo-

tion using various media as well as a budget for printing promotional material. We therefore hope to see 

an improvement over time although attracting audiences is challenging. 

We have budgeted for a lower amount for events this year compared to last as last year we paid some 

significant performer’s fees. 

Otherwise we expect expenditure on day to day running costs to be fairly stable. 

We are reliant on limited sources of income notably the grant from the City Council; the proposal to ap-

ply for charitable status may improve our chances of attracting funding form other sources (a separate 

note gives more details of this). 

We have not allocated any of our restricted funds to events in 2015 although suggestions are always wel-

come.   JO 
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